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How Small? The definition of a small business used in the following figures is that which has less than 10 employees
and an annual sales volume under $500,000.

Small Business Establishments Contribution by Sectors
Elgin, Oxford, Middlesex, 2005

Sector (workforce size in brackets) ‘

Agriculture, Forestry, Fishing, and
Mining (13585)

Construction (15735)

Manufacturing (52010)

ESmall Business
OAIl Other Sized Business

W holesale/Distributors (12845)

Finance, Insurance and Real Estate
(18675)

Transportation (14440)

Education, Health, A dation,&
 Food Services (71445) | 59
Retail (32810) 4350
Source: 2005 InfoCanada Directory
Small Business establishments by Region Examining small business’ role
Small All Small Two sectors have small businesses making up the ma-
S I T - T jority of all establishments. They are agriculture, for-
Region e estry, fishing and mining at 62% small business, and
education, health, accommodation, and food services
London 4529 12675 3579 | at 54%. Wholesale/distributors only have 12% of the
sectors establishments classified as small business
Strathroy 233 574 40.6% | and manufacturing is also low at 21%.
The rest of Middlesex 616 1481 41.6% | By far the most concentrated sector is manufacturing
St Thomas 520 1311 39.7% with an average business of 38 employees. Retail is
i ’ ., |lightly concentrated with just under 5 employees per
The rest of Elgin County 508 1190 42.7%_ | pusiness.
Woodstock 526 1392 37.8%
0, . . . .
Ingersoll 166 419 396% 'Regional contribution of small business
Tillsonburg 277 687 40.3% | The small business rate throughout the region is quite
The rest of Oxford County 347 914 38.0% | close to the provincial average of just over 37%. Lon-
Ontario 163245 438206 37 2% don has the lowest share of small business at 35.7%
. (o]

Source: 2005 InfoCanada Directory
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Who is self employed?
Statistics Canada defines self employment as working owners of an incorporated or unincorporated business, persons
who work on their own account but do not have a business, and persons who work without pay in a family business.
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Source: 2001 Census Data, Statistics Canada

Self employment rate rises
The self employment rate continues to be slightly higher in this region than that of the province as whole. Both this re-
gion and the province experienced slight gains in the self employment rate from 1996-2001. Increases in self employ-

ment generally support overall employment growth. There have only been three years in the last 33 that net self employ-
ment declined in Canada.

Source: Statistics Canada
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Source: 2001 Census Data, Statistics Canada

The Employer Rate
The employer rate is the number of self employed people with paid help, as a percentage of all self employed. This can
include the business owner if they are on their own payroll. The employer rate declined in both this region and the prov-

ince from 1996-2001. Interestingly, self employment has risen during this time. This means more self employed are go-
ing it alone without bringing on paid staff.
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THE VIEWS EXPRESSED IN THIS DOCUMENT DO NOT NECESSARILY REFLECT THOSE OF THE GOVERNMENT OF
CANADA OR THE GOVERNMENT OF ONTARIO.




